Legislative Changes effective September 1, 2011
FREEfax Filing as of August 1, 2011

Military Reporting Requirements:  Please use updated Protective Order Address Form on website  Protective Order Address Form.  TX FAM § 85.042 (a-1) Added by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., effective September 1, 2011  (H.B. 2624)
HB 2624
Duration of Protective Order:  Under specific circumstances, the Court may render a protective order for a period of more than 2 years.  TX FAM § 85.001 (d) Amended by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., effective September 1, 2011  (S.B. 789)  TX FAM § 85.025 (a), (a-1), and (b) Amended by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., effective September 1, 2011  (S.B. 789)
SB 789
Court Enforcement of Protective Order regardless of transfer:  TX FAM § 81.010 Added by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., effective September 1, 2011  (S.B. 819)
SB 819 

Contact with Respondent in ex parte proceeding:  The section on recessing the hearing on the temporary ex parte order to contact respondent has been moved from § 83.007 to § 83.006(c).  TX FAM § 82.006 Amended  by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., effective September 1, 2011  (S.B. 819)

SB 819 

Mandatory Warnings to be included in Protective Orders: Now standardized for both temporary and final protective orders.   Removes some duplicate language.  TX FAM § 85.026 Amended  by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., effective September 1, 2011  (S.B. 819)

SB 819 

 “Dating Violence” definition broadened:  TX FAM § 71.0021 Amended  by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., effective June 17, 2011  (S.B. 116)

SB 116 

Age of Applicant in a dating relationship:  Application may be filed by a member of the dating relationship, regardless of whether the member is an adult or a child. TX FAM § 82.002 Amended  by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., effective September 1, 2011  (S.B. 819)

SB 819 

Hearsay statement of child victim:  Allows statements made by a child 12 years old or younger that describe alleged abuse.  TX FAM § 84.006 Added  by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., effective June 17, 2011  (H.B. 905)

HB 905 

Protection of Pets in a Protective Order:  Provides for the inclusion of pets and companion animals in protective orders, and provides a penalty. TX FAM § 85.021 Amended  by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., effective September 1, 2011  (S.B. 279)

SB 279
